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NEW ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR
AND ATLANTA SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA MUSIC DIRECTOR
EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2014
Longtime Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra Music Director, Staff Conductor,
And ASO Cellist Jere Flint To Retire At Close of 2013-14 Season
The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra (ASO) announced today that Joseph Young has been named the new ASO
Assistant Conductor and Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra (ASYO) Music Director. Mr. Young, most
recently the Resident Conductor of the Phoenix Symphony, will begin his new post on June 1, 2014. His initial
contract is for one year, with the opportunity for an extension.
In this position, Mr. Young will assist with the artistic leadership of the Orchestra, and will serve as the primary
conductor for the ASO’s education and community concerts. He will also assume the role of Music Director of
the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra in the 2014-15 season.
Mr. Young succeeds Jere Flint as ASYO Music Director. Mr. Flint will retire at the end of the 2013-14 season
following 35 years as ASYO Music Director, 39 years as a staff conductor, and 47 years as an ASO cellist.

Joseph Young

Joseph Young and Jere Flint

“I am so excited and honored to be joining the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra’s artistic team alongside Robert
Spano and Donald Runnicles,” said Assistant Conductor and ASYO Music Director Designate Joseph Young.
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“This Orchestra is known for its innovation and world-class musicians. I am grateful for the opportunity to work
with both professional and student musicians and to engage with the Atlanta community as a whole.”
"Joseph is a very talented conductor and an extremely nice young man who will fit beautifully into the
educational programs and ASYO,” said current ASYO Music Director and Staff Conductor Jere Flint. “I leave
these very important aspects of the symphonic world in very capable hands."
“It brings me great joy to welcome Joseph to the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra,” said Atlanta Symphony
Orchestra Music Director Robert Spano. “I am so grateful for all Jere Flint has done for the ASO, and
especially for the Youth Orchestra over these last 35 years. I know Joseph will be a strong and influential
member of our artistic team who will continue to inspire our students to new heights.”
“I am always moved by the dedication of our musicians and artistic staff. It saddens us to bid farewell to Jere
Flint: as a musician, conductor, mentor, and friend,” said Atlanta Symphony Orchestra President and CEO
Stanley E. Romanstein, Ph.D. “As we move forward, I am confident Joseph will be a wonderful addition to the
artistic team and our education and community engagement team. The students will continue to flourish under
his leadership, and we are excited to introduce him to our community.”
In his role as Assistant Conductor, Mr. Young will work with Music Director Robert Spano, Principal Guest
Conductor Donald Runnicles, and other guest conductors in concerts and recording sessions.
As the new Music Director of the ASYO, Mr. Young will oversee the repertoire selection, auditions, rehearsals,
competitions, and the selection and seating of the student players, while working in tandem with the ASO’s
education and community engagement department.
Previous ASO Assistant Conductors include League of American Orchestras Conducting Fellows Mei-Ann
Chen (2007-09) and Laura Jackson (2004-07), as well as Assistant Conductor Alexander Mickelthwate (200104). Ms. Chen is currently the Music Director of the Memphis Symphony and the Chicago Sinfonietta; Ms.
Jackson is Music Director of the Reno Philharmonic; and Mr. Mickelthwate is Music Director of the Winnipeg
Symphony.

***
About Joseph Young
Joseph Young has been named Assistant Conductor of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra (ASO), effective June
1, 2014. In this position, he will assist with the artistic leadership of the Orchestra, and will serve as the primary
conductor for the ASO’s education and community concerts. Mr. Young will also assume the role of Music
Director of the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra in the 2014-15 season.
Prior to joining the ASO, Mr. Young was Resident Conductor of the Phoenix Symphony, and also spent a
season as Assistant Conductor and a League of American Orchestras Conducting Fellow with the Buffalo
Philharmonic.
In 2007, Mr. Young made his professional debut as the first recipient of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra
(BSO)-Peabody Institute Conducting Fellowship, and he worked with the BSO through 2009. His recent
conducting engagements include the Colorado Symphony Orchestra, Tucson Symphony, Charleston
Symphony Orchestra, Delaware Symphony Orchestra, and Orquestra Sinfónica do Porto Casa da Música.
Mr. Young’s other professional accolades include being named a semi-finalist in the 2013 Gustav Mahler
International Conducting Competition and being featured in the League of American Orchestras's prestigious
Bruno Walter National Conductor Preview. Additionally, he was the first recipient of the Sir Georg Solti
Foundation Career Grant for young conductors. He has furthered his conducting studies at the Cabrillo
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Contemporary Music Festival, the 2010 Jorma Panula International Master class in Porto, Portugal, and at the
Tanglewood Music Center.
Mr. Young received a bachelor’s degree in Music Education from the University of South Carolina in 2004 and
completed his graduate studies in conducting with Gustav Meier and Markand Thakar at the Peabody
Conservatory in 2009.
About the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
The Atlanta Symphony Orchestra (ASO), currently in its 69th season, is one of America’s leading
orchestras. It performs great music, presents leading artists, educates and engages music lovers. The ASO
serves as the cornerstone for artistic development and music education in the southeast. It performs more than
200 concerts each year for a combined audience of more than a half million in a full schedule of performances.
It also reaches more than 87,000 students and underserved members of the community through its education
and community outreach programs… (more)
###
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